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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 12, line 1, "that that" has been changed to —that—. 

In claim 17, line 2, —said™ has been inserted before "third". 

A substitute ABSTRACT is attached replacing the existing abstract. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas A. Hess whose telephone number is 571-272-6915. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Thurs 5:30 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on 571-272-691 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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ABSTRACT 

A feeding device of chocolates and similar products for a wrapping machine includes: a 
first belt means which has a continuous advance motion, supports and moves a plurality of 
products, aligned and arranged in a single line at mutual contact; a second belt means aligned 
downstream the first belt means, having an alternate advance motion and associated to holding 
means of the product; a positioning wheel rotating, facing the second belt means immediately 
downstream the holding means and having a plurality of angularly equidistant pliers means for 
gripping the product. The second belt means moves the products, reciprocally spaced, from a 
picking condition, in which the second belt means receives the product from the first belt means, 
through moving conditions, in which the holding means keep each product fixed to the second 
belt means, to a transfer condition, in which the second belt means is motionless and the product, 
not constrained thereto anymore, is grasped by a pliers means of the positioning wheel, which 
moves the product with a circular motion from the transfer condition to a release condition in 
which the wheel is motionless and the pliers means is opened for transferring the product to the 
wrapping machine. 



